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Bob Shea and Robert Anton Wilson are the authors of the 800 
page science fiction epic, llluminatus. Its subject is the history 
of the human race and the cloven-hoofed barbarism of contemp¬ 
orary politics. It's no exaggeration to call it the foremost work 
of anarchist fiction to date. The interview which follows took 
place in London on the occasion of the opening at the National 
Theatre of the 8'A hour stage version of llluminatus by Ken 
Campbell and Chris Langhan's Science Fiction Company of 
Liverpool. 



changing my judgement about finished the book to confirm you commission seems to have mem- 

which parts of the book are real in your uncertainty? bered at least two recent presi- 

and which parts are fantasy. BS: Yes, there have been a num- dents of the US. The symbol of 


Has anything happened since you 


ber of things that seem to bear 











3-Weird Trips 


angle and the symbol of the Illu- sades, the Holy Inquisition, the 
minati is an eye in a triangle. So conquest of Mexico. As Gurdjieff 
as soon as I heard of the Trilateral said during the First World War: 
Commission I could‘nt help but It’s obvious that everyone on this 
wonder if there was’nt the Illumi- planet is asleep. If those men were 

are the groups in Illuminatus that guns down and go home to their 
seemed to foreshadow little sui- families right away.’ In addition to 

bionese Liberation Army. organization known as the Discor- 

What about the curious, rambling dian Society which is distributing 
structure of the book? cards making every man, woman, 

Robert Anton Wilson: What we and child on this planet a Pope, 
were trying to get away from was We want everybody to recognize 
the assumed omniscience which their own divinity and infallibility 
writers have employed in the past, and stop looking outside them- 
Nowadays scientists admit they selves for orders, 
don’t know everything - there’s 
more than one model for what’s 
going on - on the sub-atomic level 
or the cosmological level. Liberal 

gion is not necessarily the only 
true one. And yet novels are writ¬ 
ten as if there’s at once a level at 
which the novelist knows every¬ 
thing. The reader is just supposed 

Illuminatus is to give several ver- 

decide which one is the most be¬ 
lievable. And then people ask us 
which is the real explanation. Our 
answer is we don’t know any bet¬ 
ter than anybody else. Everybody 
should think for themselves. 

What about the book's attitude to 
authority? 

RW: The major song at the close 
of the play is, ‘Now Look What 
You Made Me Do!’ The phrase 
comes from Laurel and Hardy. it’s among the closing lines of 
Hardy does something completely the play— ‘Life on earth re- 
asinine and then he turns to Laurel mains a tragedy as long as it 
and says, ‘Now look what you made ends with the death trip. My 
me do.’ We’ve built that into the next projects are a starship to 
book as a sort of paradigm of the find some sane minds in this 
sort of things that go on in autho- galaxy, and an immortality pill 
ritarian, pyramidal societies, where to end the death trip. ’ Robert 
everybody is looking upwards to Wilson, you’ve become very in- 
get orders. Most people, if there volved in what’s become known 
are no orders coming, don’t know as the Immortalist Movement. 
what to do and they sit around In the U.S. books seem to be 




RW: Curiously enough, Bob Shea 
was the first one to start turning 
me on to the concept. At the time, 
in the mid-sixties, I couldn’t see any 
any point in it. It seemed to me 


mature. It was such a long shot and 
so damned expensive. Nobody 
could afford cryonic suspension, as 
it’s called, except the very rich. 
Then in 1973 a whole bunch of 
weird things happened. I began to 

communications from Sirius, the 
double star nine light years away. 
Leary began to have the idea he 
was receiving extra-terrestrial com¬ 
munications, and there was a whole 
bunch of weird synchronicities in¬ 
volving Uri Geller and some physi¬ 
cists I know. My Sirius experience 
started on July 23,1973. The fact 
that it was on the 23rd blew my 
mind, because 23 has tremen¬ 
dous importance in Illuminatus. 
Twenty three has been a big num¬ 
ber for me for some time. 

This happened after you’d finished 
the book? 

RW: We finished the book in 1971. 
On July 23,1973 the Sirius thing 
began. Then I found July 23 was 
the day the Egyptian priests star¬ 
ted all their rituals to Sirius, which 


iting for the next order. \ 
trying ot cure people of that ‘No 
look-what-you-made-me-do’ re¬ 
flex. It caused Buchenwald , Bel 
sen, Hiroshima, Vietnam, the Cn 


coming out all the time with 
titles like Superlongevity, Man 
into Superman, and No More 
Dying. How did you first get 
into the immortalist concept? 
















































































3-Weird Trips 







































































AND THE LEFT 
HAND OF GOD 


A very Weird Trip from 1957.... 
By David Schreiner 

gh rectangle called evicted from the eastern seaboard by the English 
te God’s Amputated 8 S 
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Weird Trips -2 



“On the kitchen table was a cup. The cup held 
four noses. Human. With horror, the sherrif 
opened Gein’s refrigerator and found various 
htrman organs— livers, hearts, lungs— wrapped 
in butcher’s paper. ...He was, by definition, a 
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“There was skin covering 
chairs, lampshades, and 
strips of it adorned the walls, hld'lotfo 
...the tops of a couple of fa 

skulls, which had been sawed He w 
off just above the eyes, ap- . a* d>« 
peared to serve Ed as soup llmanot 
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27-Weird Trips 



...jhing particularly ou 

for Plainfield. There were plenty of semi- 
hermitic, self-employed, poverty-stricken people 
around. If nothing else, Plainfield offered sec¬ 
lusion, and even if everybody knew everybody, 
and even though there was little else to do at 

little real ledUgin other people’s business, 
had been invited, and you did not, above all, 

Ed Gein had stopped farming, except for a 
small garden, a few years before, when Eisen- 

:akindyrtijn - 

but none of them seemed serious-just odd. 
had scaled off ^completely hi-s mother’^ bedroom, 

who could be^depended upon to furni: 




M 11 the parts of human bodies dis- 
covered in Gein’s abatoir were fi 
MM women. Confronted with the grim 

his confession. He said that he had killed two 
Worden, the other was a woman named Mary 

about 10 miles from Plainfield, until her sudden 
disappearance in 1954. 

The rest of the body parts—the skull tops, 
the skin masks, the noses, the organs and parts 

cursions, conducted by him since shortly after 
his mother’s and Henry’s death in 1947. He 

in the 10 years since tfien. 

•n for his turning from grave robbing to 

_ler: there was a lack of capable, silent help 

for his nocturnal excursions to area cemeteries. 
Prior to the 1954 murder of Mrs. Hogan, Gein 
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i a suit of skin WH T„ E 



mother 0 . U He D wor?theskin 3& 

^rM^lad^kto^body, 3 

and then he would don Ms . 
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The Unbelievable 
... but TRUE 
Story of... 



Perpetrator of the 
most Grisly and 
Shocking Crimes 
of the Century! 


An INTERVIEW with BOB SHEA and 

Robert Anton Wilson 

(authors of llluminatus & Cosmic Trigger) 
covering cosmic conspiracies, LSD, extra¬ 
terrestrial communication, the Immortalist 
Movement, Timothy Leary, & much more! 


AND... the California 
flood that left caskets 
and bodies littering 
Tujunga's residential 
district... 








TWOBYFOCIft 



